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Wash your Hands! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember the #1 best guard 

against colds and flu is to WASH 

YOUR HANDS!! 
 

DATES TO NOTE: 
 

 Dec. 11th—Winter WONDERland 

Event 

 Dec. 16th—20th —Carol Singing in 

the gym each morning until 9:00 

am 

 Dec. 16th—Lost and Found on 

display last week 

 Dec. 18h—Term 1 Ends—summary 

reports found in FreshGrade online 

portfolio 

 Dec. 20th —PJ Day 

 Dec. 21st—Jan 5th  - Christmas 

holidays 

It’s hard to believe, but December is just about 

here.  We ask that students dress for the weather.  

And, with colder weather and slippery roads,    

parents please take some time to talk to your     

children about walking along roads to and from 

school safely, including safe behaviour at bus 

stops.  

Have you noticed that 

our classes have    

flexible and creative 

spaces within the   

classes to teach, learn and plan? For example, many of the 

flexible learning spaces within their classes are intentionally 

designed to promote student curiosity, provide students 

more choice, and to amplify learning.  Hence, why one 

sees more students at carpets,  low stools, various size    

tables, and interesting seating in the learning  spaces.          

Have you also noticed a lot of ‘natural’ type learning    

centres (eg. wood, nature objects, etc. )  Why?  Research 

helps us understand that students learn best through ’thinkering’,’wondering and 

through ’natural curiosity’ inside and outside the classroom.  Hence, why one sees more 

students doing ‘Maker Type’ activities, learning outside, and going on field studies in our 

community.   

With these in mind, our school staff have designed a special day to celebrate            

personalized learning, wonder, nature and the holiday season. Our 

‘WinterWONDERland’ day is scheduled for Dec. 11th and it will include stations for     

students to rotate through such as:  ‘design’ ornaments with natural objects; a 

‘toy/book’ walk; ‘black light’ snow ball fight; penguin races, ‘Name That Carol’ game;  

a floor hockey game; “Let’s Talk Science” Christmas special; Design your ‘Ugly Christmas 

Sweater’ station,  design a  gingerbread house; a photo booth; removable tattoos, and 

more.  And in the spirit of ‘gratitude for our Earth’, we ask that each student bring their 

own ‘mug’ from home to enjoy a cup of hot chocolate at the end of the day!    It will 

be a fun-filled learning day!! 

Yours in education, 

 Janet Williams 

SOCKTOBER!!!  In October, the Peace Promisers organized a sock 

drive.  During the week of Halloween we also had a crazy sock spirit day 

to encourage students to wear a pair of crazy socks and donate a pair 

of socks to Socktober. We collected over 300 pairs of socks during this 

month.  The Peace Promisers chose three places to donate the socks 

to—Kelowna  Gospel Mission, HOPE Outreach, and Mamas for Mamas. 

Thank you to everyone who donated socks to our sock drive.  Those less 

fortunate in our community were very grateful for our support and we 

are very grateful or your kindness. (Written by Morgan J. and Tabitha J. ) 



WINTER RULES: Please Play Safe! 
When our white stuff arrives—just a reminder that we have a ―NO Snowball Rule 

at Watson Road. Throwing snow,  kicking slush and face washing are prohibited 

on school grounds, and walking routes home.  Throwing snowballs is prohibited 

by School Board policy due to the potential risk of injury. This means throwing 

snowballs on the school grounds, at bus stops and on the way to and from 

school is not permitted. We request that parents remind students of school snow 

safety guidelines.  Students at Watson Road are regularly reminded by staff and 

over the PA in the morning to dress warmly for their daily outdoor play breaks. 

Snow pants are  required for playing in deep snow. Students must have a pair of 

dry shoes for indoor wear. Winter boots should not be worn in the classroom.  It is 

a good idea to keep an extra set of dry clothes at school... just in case.  Children 

are encouraged to enjoy the snow, to be creative in building structures .  For safety, students need to go 

straight home after school, unless they are with their parents who can supervise them on the playground.  

Parents, thank you for your continued support! 
 
 

 

REPORTING STUDENT PROGRESS:   It’s hard to believe that term 1 is almost 

completed.   Please note, a summary report of your child’s progress will be posted 

on December 18th entitled, “Term 1 Learning Progress Summary”.   
 

This is an important post to read along with your child to celebrate their strengths 

and progress thus far.  Although the next parent/student/teacher conferences are 

not scheduled until February,  parents are most welcome to contact their child‘s 

teacher if they have questions or concerns about progress, or wish to set up a 

meeting to discuss their child’s learning.   

 

Please refer to your child’s FreshGrade account for up-to-date documentation of your child’s progress. 

We hope this information is helpful to you in supporting your children’s learning.   Are you wondering how 

to respond to your child’s postings?   

 

Make a positive feedback comment  

 Your brain was focused when you were… 

 You put in amazing speed and effort into…  

 You pronounced every word on the page perfectly 

 You put a lot of thought and effort into your ideas 

 I like your ideas/story/enthusiasm 

 

Make an encouraging comment 

 Keep up the great work/effort 

 I see that you are always trying to do your best 

 Make a supporting comment 

 I look forward to doing math games with you 

 I can't wait to try this activity at home 

 

Your comments over FreshGrade are a celebration of your child's learning.  If you have any questions or 

concerns, taking a moment with your child and having a conversation about the assignments will       

provide clarity.   If you have questions and concerns for the teacher, please email the teacher or   

schedule an appointment. Your child values your input and support.  

 

Thank you for taking your time to visit your child's FreshGrade portfolio. 



 Next Meeting: 
 

TBA 
 

 

 

 

All parents &    

guardians welcome 

to  attend! 

 

 

 Thank you to everyone who supported 

our Poinsettia and Coffee fundraisers in 

November. 

 

 December 11th The Card Project - Final 

Delivery - Volunteers needed to help 

distribute. The last Card Project delivery 

to classrooms 2:30 pm - 4:00 pm.   

 

There is no PAC meeting in December - we want our 

parent community to enjoy this festive and busy    

season. We will advertise our January PAC meeting 

date on the school website, and our Facebook page. 

PLEASE NOTE:   
For the final day of school  

before the holiday break—  
Friday, Dec. 20th - 

we will have a 

 PJ Day!   

               Carol Singing  
School Gym 

Dec. 16th—20th 

8:30 am—9:00 am 

 



 

Literacy At Home…  

 
“The greatest gift is the passion 

for reading. It is cheap,                   

it consoles, it distracts, it excites.   

It gives you knowledge of the 

world and  experience of a wide 

kind.” ~Elizabeth Hardwick~  

 

Here are some ideas to keep   

children interested in learning and 

reading over the holidays:  

 Make a list, check it twice: ask the kids to help you make a       

grocery list of all the goodies you will need.  

 Books under the tree: give the gift of reading by putting a few 

books or a subscription to a high quality magazine under the tree. 

Having a variety of reading materials is an important factor in   

creating life long readers.  

 Tis better to give than receive: give the gift of words this year by 

boxing some old books and donating them to your local library or 

literacy organization. Perhaps this will give new meaning to Boxing 

Day and become an annual tradition in your home.  

At this time I would like to recognize our many student leaders for 

taking the  challenge and providing service to the school from 

morning announcers,  lunch monitors, safety patrolling, kiss n’ ride 

helpers, assembly leaders, student voice members, winter wear 

helpers, kindee helpers, and more.  And, a BIG thank you to the 

many staff members who volunteer their time to sponsor our    

students’ activities and sports.  As well, I would like to thank our 

PAC for their enthusiasm, energy and support of school programs 

and special events.  To date the fundraising efforts of our PAC 

have supported classroom incentives, the cost of the student 

agenda home communication book,  bussing for field studies, 

and the author presentation.  From hot lunch volunteers, ‘kiss n’ ride’ parents, classroom       

helpers, primary reading volunteers, and field trip volunteers, we simply could not do it all      

without your support. Our staff and students are grateful 

for ALL your efforts!   I feel fortunate and very thankful to 

be part of the Watson Road learning community.            

Together we are continuing to make a positive difference 

in the lives of our  children on a daily basis.  From all of us 

at Watson Road, we wish you and your family a Merry 

Christmas, and a festive holiday season filled with 

warmth and good cheer! 


